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Updating Legislative Foundations
If I were to add updates to Exhibit 2.1 – National Policy on Aging: Selected Historical Highlights in Chapter 2: Legislative Foundations for Programs, Services, and Benefits Supporting Older Adults of our text, I would have included The Budget Control Act (BCA) of 2011, as well as more information about the Community Living Assistance and Supports (CLASS) Act. The reason I would add these updates is because both programs have an effect on the funds that are attributed to special populations within our community. I also feel there needed to be a better understanding of why the CLASS Act was suspended, and what needs to take place for it to be reinstated in the near future. First, I will discuss the effects of the BCA and how this law may cause us to lose some important federally funded programs, like the CLASS Act. Then, I will conclude with more details concerning the CLASS Act and why this bill is still crucial to our communities.
The Budget Control Act (BCA) of 2011 is a three-step process signed into law by President Obama on August 2, 2011. The goal of this comprehensive 10-year plan is to raise the debt ceiling by up to $2.8 trillion and decrease the deficit by $2.3 trillion. Although this law was created to cut federal spending and lower the deficit, it poses a major threat to the funding of all federal programs needed within our communities to be reduced, restructured, or eliminated altogether. Discretionary programs that people with disabilities rely on to live in their communities, such as housing, education, and employment, will be the most impacted by the BCA cutbacks. In addition, the BCA threatens vital entitlement programs like Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Security. Advocates that protect the rights of seniors and persons with disabilities must remain informed and engaged throughout the process to protect the rights of these special populations and the funding that goes to these programs. Otherwise, we lose programs like the CLASS Act.
In Exhibit 2.1, we see that Obamacare’s long-term care entitlement CLASS (Community Living Assistance and Supports) was suspended. In researching why this happened, it would appear it was due to cost concerns. In a letter to Congress, Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius wrote, “Despite our best analytical efforts, I do not see a viable path forward for CLASS implementation at this time.” 
Initially, the CLASS program was created to establish a voluntary insurance program for American workers to help them pay for long-term care services and supports that they may need in the future. Workers would sign up and pay a monthly premium, and in return subscribers would get a daily benefit that would continue to help them live independently in their communities. 
Two stipulations that Congress imposed was that the program be solvent and self-funding, not relying on taxpayer funds to pay benefits, and it be solvent over a 75-year period. Due to these restrictions, it was decided the program would be suspended indefinitely until a benefit plan could be identified that was actuarially solvent over the next 75 years and consistent with the other mandates of the CLASS Act proposed by Congress. 
It is important to note that the suspension of the CLASS Act did not affect the rest of the Affordable Care Act, a law that provides healthcare coverage for millions of Americans who had been uninsured, prohibits discrimination based on health status, and improves access to care.
By 2020, it is estimated that 15 million Americans will need long-term care. Therefore, government officials are continuing their efforts to improve our long-term care choices so Americans have the care we need. At this point, our government officials and the insurance companies need to stop fighting against one another. Instead, they should work together to ensure all citizens of this country have healthcare and access to programs that help them to maintain their independence and enhance the quality of the lives, as well as their families.
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